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1 [Introduction: Calculations Are Now More Precise Than Crescent-Sighting]

Using definite (precise) calculations today as a means (method) to establish the months, must
be accepted from the aspect of “analogy (pointing) to what is primary.” Meaning, that the
Sunnah that legislated for us to use lower means, when the latter is engulfed in doubt and
probabilities, i.e. [crescent] sighting, does not reject a means that is higher, more complete
and more fully realises the objective. It further leads the [Muslim] nation out of severe
disagreement about specifying the beginning of its fasting and its [festivals] of breaking the
fast and sacrificing, towards the desired unity in its sacred symbols and acts of worship
related to the most special of its religious matters, those most closely-connected to its
spiritual life and entity. This [higher] means is definite (precise) calculation.

The generous Islamic Sharia, when it mandated fasting in a lunar month, legislated the
natural, accessible and practical method to establish it (the month) for the whole nation. This
method has no unknowns or complexity, [for] the nation at that time was unlettered: it did not
write or calculate. This method is naked-eye sighting of the crescent moon:

[1] On the authority of Abu Hurayrah that the Prophet £ said: Fast, all of you, upon seeing it
— i.e. the crescent — and end your fast upon seeing it. If it is obscured for you [by cloud or
haze], then complete the term of Sha’ban as thirty [days]."

[2] On the authority of Ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger of Allah ¥ mentioned Ramadan,
saying: Do not fast until you see the crescent. Do not end your fast until you see it. If it is
obscured for you [by cloud or haze], then determine for it.>

This was mercy towards the nation, for Allah did not task it with acting by calculation,
something which it neither knew nor excelled in. Had it been tasked with that, it would have
followed other nations, from the People of the Book® and others who did not follow its
religion [Islam].

! Agreed upon [Bukhari & Muslim] — Al-Lu’lu’ wa I-Marjan [The Pearls and the Coral], #656
2 Agreed upon [Bukhari & Muslim] — Al-Lu’'lu’ wa I-Marjan [The Pearls and the Coral], #653
3 i.e. in this context, Jews and Christians [Translator]



2 [Three Ways to Establish the Entry of Ramadan]

Authentic hadiths have affirmed that the entry of the month of Ramadan may be established
via one of three routes:

1. Crescent-sighting,
2. Completing the term of Sha’ban as thirty days, or
3. Determining for the crescent.

2.1 [Crescent-Sighting]

The jurists have differed about it: is it sighting by one person of integrity, by two people of
integrity, or by a large number of people?

2.1.1 [One Witness]

Those who said: the witness of one person of integrity is acceptable, used as evidence the
hadith of Ibn ‘Umar, who said: The people attempted to see the crescent. I informed the
Prophet Zthat I had seen it, so the Messenger of Allah ¥ fasted and ordered the people to
fast it (the month).*

They also used as evidence the hadith of the bedouin who testified to the Prophet * that he
saw the crescent, so he ordered Bilal to announce to the people “to stand (in prayer) and
fast.”

They also said: “Affirming with one trustworthy witness (person of integrity) is more
cautious for entry into worship: fasting a day [i.e. the 30™] of Sha’ban is less serious than
eating and drinking on a day [i.e. the 1*'] of Ramadan.”

2.1.2 [Two Witnesses]|

Those who made sighting conditional upon two trustworthy witnesses (people of integrity),
used as evidence what al-Husayn bin Hurayth al-Jadali narrated. He said: The Emir of Mecca,
al-Harith bin Hatib, addressed us, saying: The Messenger of Allah % ordered us to begin
rituals upon seeing it [the crescent]: if we did not see it, but two trustworthy witnesses
testified [that they had seen it], we began the rituals by their testimony.®

Thus, by analogy with most other cases of testimony, sighting is established by the testimony
of two people of integrity.

4 Abu Dawud (2342), Daraqutni & Bayhaqi with an authentic (sahih) isnad according to the conditions of
Muslim. [Albani rated it authentic (sahih) — U.H.] Daraqutni said, “Marwan bin Muhammad, who is
trustworthy, narrated it uniquely from Ibn Wahb.” This was mentioned by al-Nawawi in AI-Majmu’ [The
Compendium].

> Abu Dawud (2341); Tirmidhi (691), as mursal and musnad, saying: There is disagreement about it; Nasa’i,
who said: The mursal narration is more correct; Ibn Majah (1652) — there is some criticism of his sanad. [Albani
rated it weak (da’if). Tirmidhi said: Most of the people of knowledge act upon this hadith, saying: the testimony
of one man is acceptable for fasting. This is the view of Ibn al-Mubarak, Shafi’i, Ahmad and the People of Kufa.
Ishaq [bin Rahwayh] said: Fasting is not done, except with the testimony of two men. The people of knowledge
did not disagree that, to end fasting, only the testimony of two men is acceptable. — U.H.]

% Abu Dawud [2338]. He and Mundhiri did not comment on it [i.e. its authenticity]. Its narrators are those of the
authentic category (sahih), except for al-Husayn bin Hurayth who is truthful. [Albani rated it authentic (sahih) —
Translator] Daraqutni rated it authentic (sahih) in Nayl al-Awtar [Attaining the Needs] 4/261, publ. Dar al-Jil,
Beirut.



2.1.3 [A Large Number of Witnesses]

As for those who made it conditional upon a large mass or numerous group of people, they
are the Hanafis, applying it to the state of a clear horizon. In case of a cloudy sky, they
allowed one person to testify to its sighting, because it is possible that the cloud broke
momentarily, allowing one person to see the crescent whilst others did not see it. But if the
sky is clear, with no haze, cloud or other obstacle or barrier preventing sighting, then how
could one person see it whilst others did not? This is why they said: News must come from a
great number, because a sighting by one person amidst a large mass of people, when they are
all concentrating on the same thing being sought, supposing no preventative condition and
sound eyesights, even if these differ in sharpness, clearly demonstrates that it is mistaken.’

As for the reports from Ibn ‘Umar and the bedouin mentioning establishing the crescent by an
individual sighting, the ‘Allamah Rashid Rida said in his notes on [the Hanbali text] A/-
Mughni [That Which Suffices], “In these two reports, it is not stated that the people were
looking to sight the crescent such that only one of them saw it. Thus, the two reports do not
apply to the area of disagreement, especially with Abu Hanifah. Thus, all the relevant
arguments based upon the two reports are falsified.”®

As for the number of the large group, this is referred to the view of the ruler or judge (qadi),
without determining a fixed number, according to the correct view.’

Amongst the obligations upon the Muslims is to seek the crescent on the 29" day of Sha’ban
at sunset, because anything necessary to fulfil an obligation is itself an obligation, except that
it is a communal obligation [i.e. not an individual one].

2.2 [Completing the term of Sha’ban as thirty days]

Whether the sky is clear or cloudy, if the people try to see the crescent on the 30" night of
Sha’ban but no-one sees it, they complete Sha’ban as thirty days.

This necessitates that the establishment of Sha’ban was known from its beginning, so that the
30" night is known in which the crescent is sought and the month is completed (as thirty
days) if there is no sighting. This is a matter in which there is a shortcoming, because concern
to establish the entry of the months [currently] only happens for three months: [1] Ramadan,
to establish entry into fasting, [i1] Shawwal, to establish exit from it, and [ii1] Dhul-Hijjah
[The Month of Pilgrimage] to establish The Day of ‘Arafah [Hajj] and subsequent days. It is
befitting for the nation, and for its rulers, to be precise in establishing all the months, because
each one is based on other [preceding] ones.'°

2.3 [Determining the crescent — what does it mean?]

This is to determine for the crescent when it is cloudy, or as the hadith says in authentic
narrations, “If it is obscured (ghumma) over you”, “If it is obscured over you by cloud
(ghaym),” or “If it is obscured over you by rain (ghaby),” i.e. there is a barrier covering it.
These narrations include Malik from Nafi’ from Ibn ‘Umar, the Golden Chain and the most

7 Tbn ‘Abidin, Hashiyah [The Marginal Commentary], quoting from al-Bahr [The Ocean], 2/92

8 See the Notes upon Al-Mughni [That Which Suffices] with Commentary, 3/93

9 See Al-Ikhtiyar fi Sharh al-Mukhtar [The Selection in Expansion of the Chosen], 1/29

10 The Islamic Crescent Observation Project (ICOP) has been observing the waxing and waning crescent for all
the Islamic lunar months. Monthly observation results since Ramadan 1419 have been published on their
website. At the time of writing, this amounts to 28 consecutive years of crescent-tracking. [Translator]
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authentic isnad according to Bukhari, “If it is obscured (ghumma) over you, then determine
for it.”

So, what is the meaning of, “determine for it” (ugduru lahu) ?

2.3.1 [Imam Nawawi’s explanation]

Nawawi said in AI-Majmu’ [The Compendium]:

Ahmad bin Hanbal and a small group said: its meaning is: Narrow it down and determine it
from below the clouds. This is from ‘qadr’ meaning ‘narrowness’ as in His saying: Whoever
has his provision constricted.!' They obliged fasting after a cloudy night.

Mutarrif bin ‘Abdullah, amongst the Senior Followers (Tabi’in), Abu I- ‘Abbas bin Surayy,
amongst the Senior Shafi’is, Ibn Qutaybah and others said: its meaning is: Determine it
according to (calculation of) the stations [of the moon].

Abu Hanifah, Shafi’i and the majority of the earlier (Salaf) and later (Khalaf) authorities
said: its meaning is: Determine for it by completing the number as thirty days. The majority
used as proof the narrations that we have mentioned, all of which are authentic and explicit:
“Complete the term as thirty”’, and “Determine for it thirty, ” which explain the general
narration, “Determine for it. V12

However, Imam Abu I-*Abbas bin Surayj did not refer one of the two narrations to the other.
Rather, Ibn al-‘Arabi quoted from him that his saying, “Determine for it,” is addressed to
those whom Allah has especially-given this knowledge, and that his saying, “Complete the
term [as thirty]” is addressed to the common people.'?

A difference in addressing people according to their situation is a valid matter. It is the basis
of the change of fatwa according to the changing of time, place and situation.

Imam Nawawi said in AI-Majmu’ [The Compendium]:

Whoever advocated calculation of the stations [of the moon], his view is refuted by his saying
#in the Two Sahihs: We are an unlettered nation: we do not write or calculate ... [to the
end of] the hadith. They [the refuters] said: Furthermore, if the people were tasked with this,
it would constrict them because such calculation is only known by a few individuals in large
cities.!*

The hadith that Imam Nawawi, may Allah have mercy upon him, used as proof has no proof
in it because it speaks of the situation and description of the nation when he *# was sent to it.
However, its unletteredness is neither a necessary not desired matter: he % strove to bring it
out of its unletteredness by teaching it to write, beginning from the Battle of Badr. Thus,
there is nothing against the nation reaching a stage where it is writing and calculating.
Scientific, astronomical calculations were known by the Muslims during the ages of the
flowering of their civilisation. In our times, these have reached the degree of elevation such

"' Qur’an, Al-Talag (Divorce, 65:7). Numbering of Qur’anic references is of Hafs’ reading.

12 Al-Majmu’ [The Compendium], 6/270

13 See [Ibn Hajr al-*Asqalani], Fath al-Bari [The Opening from The Creator], al-Halabi edition, 6/23
14 Al-Majmu’ [The Compendium], al-Munirah edition, 6/270
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that man has been able to reach the moon. This is different to astral fortune-telling or the
astrology that is condemned in the Sharia.

As for the other consideration that Nawawi mentioned: that only by a few individuals in large
cities know the calculation, this might have been true in his time, may Allah have mercy upon
him. But it is not true in our time, when astronomy is studied in various universities. The
subject is served by instruments and observatories at great heights and astounding precision.
It has become agreed and known internationally today that the possibility of error in
scientific, astronomical determinations today is 1/100,000 of a second!

Furthermore, cities large and small have now become similar, as though they were one city.
In fact, “the world —as it is said — has become a large village™! The transmission of news from
one area to another, and from east to west and vice-versa, only takes a few seconds.

2.3.2 [The view of the leading Shafi’i jurists, Ibn Surayj and Qadi Abu 1-Tayyib]

Abu 1-‘Abbas bin Surayj, one of the Imams of the Shafi’is, took the view that a person who
knows the calculation and the stations of the moon: if he knows via calculation that tomorrow
is Ramadan, fasting is binding upon him, because he knows the month with evidence
(daleel), so this resembles knowing it with legal proof (bayyinah). The Qadi Abu 1-Tayyib'’
also chose this view because it is a means by which dominant conjecture (ghalabat al-zann)
is achieved, so it resembles a trustworthy person informing him based on eye-witnessing [the
crescent]. Others said: He is allowed to fast, but it is not binding upon him. Others allowed
him to follow the opinion of whoever he trusted.

2.3.3 [Views of the contemporary jurists, Ahmad Shakir & Mustafa al-Zarqa’]

Some of the senior people of knowledge of our time took the view of establishing the
crescent via definite, scientific, astronomical calculation. The great Hadith scholar, the
‘Allamah Ahmad Muhammad Shakir, may Allah have mercy upon him, wrote his treatise
about this: Awa il al-Shuhur al- ‘Arabiyyah hal yajuzu shar’an ithbatuha bi I-hisab al-falaki?
[The Beginnings of the Arabian Months: is it allowed by Sharia to establish them via
astronomical calculation?] We shall return to this, quoting his view in detail.

Amongst others calling to this view in our time was the great jurist, Shaykh Mustafa al-
Zarqa’, may Allah have mercy upon him.

2.3.4 [The jurists who seemingly rejected astronomy actually rejected astrology]

What is apparent from the reports that the jurists rejected geometry or astronomy, is that this
was what is called ‘astral fortune-telling’ (fanjim) or ‘astrology’ (literally, ‘knowledge of the
stars’ — ‘ilm al-nujum). In this, there is claimed knowledge of future unseen events via the
stars. This is false, and about this is the hadith narrated by Abu Dawud and others on the
authority of Ibn ‘Abbas from the Prophet : Whoever acquired knowledge from the stars
has acquired a branch of sorcery, [whatever he adds to it].'®

15 A leading Shafi’i jurist, 348-450 H / 960-1058 CE

16 Abu Dawud in his Sunan, Book of Medicine (3905), Ibn Majah in Etiquettes (3726), Ahmad in Al-Musnad
(2000). Shakir said: Its isnad is authentic (sahik). Nawawi declared it authentic (sahik) in Riyad al-Salihin
[Gardens of the Righteous], as did Dhahabi in A/-Kaba’ir [Major Sins], as in Fayd al-Qadir [Emanation from
the Omnipotent], 6/80. [Albani declared the narrations of Abu Dawud & Ibn Majah, having the same isnad, as
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2.3.5 [The view of Ibn Daqiq al-‘1d]
Imam Ibn Daqiq al-‘Id said:

What I say is this: It is not permissible to rely upon calculation of the conjunction of the
moon and sun, according to the astrologers, for fasting. This is because they bring forward
(early) the month by a day or two before [crescent-]sighting. In considering this, there is
introduction of legislation that Allah has not permitted. But as for calculation indicating that
the crescent has appeared in a way that it is visible, but there exists a barrier to sighting it
such as clouds, then this necessitates the obligation [of fasting] due to the existence of a legal
[Sharia] cause.

Ibn Hajar commented on the above by saying:

However, the acceptance of this is suspended (conditional) upon the truthfulness of the one
informing about it [the results of the calculation]. We can only certify to his truthfulness if he
observes it [the crescent]. But the situation is that he has not observed it, so there is no
consideration given to his statement in that case. Allah knows best."”

However, modern astronomy is based upon observation by instruments, and upon definite
mathematical calculation. One of the widespread mistakes amongst the people of knowledge
of religion in this time is the belief that astronomical calculation is [simply] the calculation of
calendar-makers or the results of these, that are published and distributed amongst the people.
These include prayer times and the beginnings and ends of lunar months. These calendars are
attributed to different individuals, most of whom base them on old books from which they
copy these timings and describe them in their calendars. It is well-known that these calendars
disagree with each other: some of them number Sha’ban as having 29 days whilst others
number it with 30 days, and similarly for Ramadan, Dhul-Qi’dah and other months.

Because of these disagreements, the people of knowledge of religion rejected all (these
calendars), because they are not based on certain knowledge, for certainty cannot self-
contradict. This (principle) is undoubtedly true, but this is not the scientific, astronomical
calculation that we mean. We mean what modern astronomy has established, based on
observation and experience. This modern astronomy now commands theoretical and practical
(technological) possibilities that makes it possible to take humans to the surface of the moon
and to despatch space probes to planets further away. The possibility of error in these
calculations is now 1/100,000" of a second. It has become one of the easiest matters for
modern astronomy to inform us about the astronomical birth of the new moon, and about the
possibility of its appearance in every horizon by the minute and second, if we wished.

2.3.6 Sighting: a variable means towards a fixed end

In my book, How We Engage With The Sunnah, 1 returned to this topic when discussing one
of the foundational principles of understanding the Sunnah: Distinguishing Between The
Fixed Goal and The Variable Means. 1 gave several examples of this, and then stated: '

sound (hasan) — see also his al-Sahihah (793). The hadith actually ends with an additional statement, ...
whatever he adds to it.” — Translator]

\7 Talkhis al-Habir [Abridgment for the Learned], printed along with AI-Majmu’ [The Compendium], 6/266-7
18 Qaradawi’s quote from his own book is from here until the end of Section 2. [Translator]

8



Another matter that may be included in this chapter is what has come in the famous, authentic
hadith: Fast upon seeing it (the new crescent moon: hilal) and end your fast upon seeing it;
if it is obscured over you, then determine for it — and in another version: if it is obscured
over you, then complete the term of Sha’ban as thirty.

Thus, a jurist may say: the noble hadith indicated a goal, and specified a means.

As for the goal from the hadith, this is clear and obvious: that people should fast all of
Ramadan and neither miss a day from it nor fast a day from another month instead, such as
Sha’ban or Shawwal. This is by establishing the beginning or end of the month via a means
that is possible and within the capability of most people, that does not impose hardship or a
burden upon them in their religion.

Sighting with the eyes was the easy and possible means for most people in that time, hence
the hadith specified it. This is because if it imposed another means upon them, such as
astronomical calculation — when the nation at that time was unlettered, neither reading nor
writing, it would have covered them with hardship. However, God wishes ease for His People
and does not wish for them hardship.!® Furthermore, the Prophet, blessings and peace be
upon him, said about himself: Truly, God has sent me as a teacher who makes matters easy,
and has not sent me as someone who makes matters difficult.*°

Therefore, if another means is found that [i] is more capable of realising the goal of the
hadith; [ii] is further away from the possibility of mistake, error and falsehood in entering the
month; [iii] has become accessible and not difficult; [iv] is not regarded as a means that is
hard to attain, nor is beyond the ability of the nation; [v] scientists and experts about it have
appeared: astronomers, geologists, physicists — specialists at international level; [vi] after
human knowledge has reached a level that enables humanity to soar to the moon itself and
land on its surface, roam there and bring back samples of its rock and soil! Then why do we
stagnate upon the means, which is not the end in itself, and forget the goal that the hadith has
set forth?

The hadith has established entering the month via the report of one or two people who claim
to have seen the new crescent moon by naked eye, at a time when this was the only possible
means and appropriate to the level of the nation. Therefore, how can it be envisaged that a
means untouched by mistake, error and falsehood could be rejected? A means that has
reached the degree of certainty and surety; that the nation of Islam can agree upon from east
to west; that can remove the constant disagreement and lack of simultaneity in fasting,
breaking the fast and celebrating festivals: that can reach a difference of three days between
one land and another, something that cannot be understood and is unacceptable by the logic
of science as well as the logic of religion, for it is certain that one of these dates is correct and
the others are mistaken, without question.

2.3.7 [Shaykh Ahmad Shakir’s view of beginning the lunar month by calculation]

It should be noted that the ‘Allamah, Great Hadith-scholar, Shaykh Ahmad Shakir — may God
have mercy upon him — took this issue in another direction. He took the position of
establishing the beginning of the lunar month via astronomical calculation, based on the

19 Cf. Qur’an, al-Bagarah (The Heifer), 2:185 [Translator]
20 Transmitted by Muslim & others.



principle that the ruling to consider sighting [of the moon] is predicated upon a reason (legal
cause, illah) that the Sunnah itself mentioned explicitly. This reason no longer exists:
therefore, its resulting effect should also be done away with. This is because it is established
that a ruling both coexists and disappears with its reason (legal cause, ‘illah).

It would be good for us to quote his reasoning verbatim here because of its power and
maturity. He — may God have mercy upon him — said in his essay, The Beginnings of the
Arabian Months:

One of the matters about which there is no doubt is that the Arabs, before Islam and in early
Islam, did not know the astronomical sciences with precision. They were an unlettered
nation, neither writing nor calculating. Any of them who knew something of astronomy: this
was limited to basics and superficialities that he had known through observation and pursuit,
or listening and reports. It was not based upon mathematical principles, nor upon definite
proofs that refer to initial, certain premises. Because of this, the Messenger of God, may God
bless him and grant him peace, made the reference for establishing the months in their acts of
worship a definite, observable matter that was within the capability of every single one of
them, or most of them: naked-eye sighting of the new crescent moon. This was most
authoritative and precise for the timings of their rituals and acts of worship. It was the way
within their capabilities by which they could reach certainty and trust, for God does not
burden a soul with responsibility beyond its capacity.

1t did not agree with the wisdom of the Lawgiver to make the affirmation of crescents reliant
upon calculation and astronomy, for they [the Arabs] did not know any of that in their
immediate context. Many of them were nomads, whom news from settlements did not reach,
except occasionally. Thus, if He made such affirmation for them dependent upon calculation
and astronomy, it would have been too burdensome for them. None of them knew this science,
except the rare and the outlier in the wilderness via reports if these reached them. Even
settled people did not know this science, except by following some mathematicians, most or
all of whom were People of the Book [Jews or Christians].

Next, Muslims conquered the world, held the reins of the sciences, expanded every corner of
them, translated the knowledge and sciences of the ancients and mastered them, unveiling
many of their obscurities, and preserved them for those who came later. These included the
sciences of astronomy, geometry and stellar calculations.

Most of the jurists and scholars of Hadith did not know the astronomical sciences, or they
knew some of the fundamentals. But many or most of them did not trust those who knew these
sciences and were not comfortable with such people. Rather, some of them would accuse
those involved with these sciences of deviation and heresy, thinking that these sciences were
used by their practitioners to claim knowledge of the unseen: astrology. Some of those people
did actually claim that, thus doing a disservice to themselves and to their knowledge. Thus,
the jurists were excused (vindicated). Those jurists and people of knowledge who knew these
sciences were not able to define the correct stance of these with respect to religion and
Jjurisprudence, but would only indicate such matters due to a state of fear.

Thus was their situation, for the natural sciences were not as widespread as the religious
sciences and what led to them, nor were the principles (of the natural sciences) established
definitely for the religious scholars.
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This generous, shining, Law (Sharia), is everlasting until God gives permission for the end of
this worldly life. Thus, it is a legislation for every nation and every era. This is why we see in
the texts of the Book and the Sunnah subtle indications of new matters, so when these are
fulfilled, the texts are explained and known, even if earlier authorities had explained them
differently to their actual reality.

There is an indication in the authentic Sunnah to our present subject: Bukhari related the
hadith of Ibn ‘Umar from the Prophet, may God bless him and grant him peace, that he said.:
Truly, we are an unlettered nation: we neither write nor calculate. The month is like this,
and like this,”’ meaning that it is sometimes twenty-nine days, and sometimes thirty.

Our previous scholars explained the meaning of this hadith correctly. Amongst the most
comprehensive views amongst them is that of Hafiz Ibn Hajar:

“What is intended by calculation here is that of the positions and movements of the stars, for
they did not any of that, except a very little. Therefore, he conditioned the ruling of fasting
upon sighting [the moon], in order to remove hardship from them in the difficulty of
determining movements. This ruling regarding fasting continued, even if there came later
people who knew those [calculations]. In fact, the outward context negates conditioning the
ruling upon the basic calculation.

This is clarified by his saying in the previous hadith: If it is obscured over you by cloud, then
complete the term as thirty. He did not say: Then ask the People of Calculation. The wisdom
behind this is that those legally responsible are equal [in not being able to see the moon]
when it is cloudy, so disagreement and dispute is lifted from them. Some people held that
astronomers should be referred to in such a situation: they are the Isma’ilis. It has been
quoted that some jurists agreed with them. Al-Baji said: The consensus of the pious
predecessors is proof against them. Ibn Bazizah said: This is a false position, for the Sharia
has forbidden delving into the knowledge of stars because it is speculation and guesswork,
having no certainty or strong conjecture; furthermore, if this matter was based on such
knowledge, it would be narrow because only a few people know it.”

This explanation is correct, in that what matters is sighting, not calculation. However, the
interpretation is incorrect that even if people came later who knew [astronomy], the ruling
regarding fasting would remain, considering sighting only. This is because the command to
rely upon sighting alone came with an explicit, textual reason (cause, ‘illah): that the nation
is ‘unlettered, neither writing nor calculating.” The reason (cause, ‘illah) accompanies its
resulting effect, in existence and its opposite. Thus, once the nation has exited its unlettered
state and has become one that writes and calculates, i.e. it collectively has people who know
these sciences, and it is possible for people — the commoners and the specialists — to arrive at
certainty and definiteness in calculating the beginning of the month, and to trust this
calculation as much as they trust sighting or more strongly, when this becomes their
collective status and the causal reason of unletteredness has disappeared: it becomes
obligatory to return to established certainty, and to establish the crescents by calculation
alone. Furthermore, they must not return to sighting unless the knowledge [of calculating

2l Related by Bukhari in his Sakih, Book of Fasting; Malik in al-Muwatta’ (1/269). Bukhari, Muslim and others
also related it with the wording: The month is [always, at least] twenty-nine days, so do not fast until you see the
new crescent moon, and do not end the fast until you see it. If it is obscured over you, then determine for it.
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crescents| evades them, such as people in the wilderness or villages to whom do not reach
established, authentic reports from the people of calculation.

Since it becomes obligatory to refer to calculation alone due to the disappearance of the
reason preventing it, it also becomes obligatory to refer to the real calculation of the
crescents, distinguishing possible sighting from impossible sighting. Thus, the first night of
the true month is when the crescent sets after sunset, even if by a moment.

This view of mine is not an innovated one: that the ruling should change according to a
change in the situation of legally-responsible people, for this is widespread in the Sharia, and
known to the people of knowledge and others. Amongst the examples of this in this question
of ours is that the hadith: If it is obscured over you, then determine for it, has been
transmitted with other wordings, including: If it is obscured over you by cloud, then
complete the term as thirty. Thus, the people of knowledge explained the general narration,
Determine for it, by the explanatory narration, Complete the term. However, one of the great
Imams of the Shafi’is, in fact their Imam in his time, Abu [- ‘Abbas Ahmad bin ‘Umar bin
Surayj, reconciled the two narrations by applying them to two different situations. His
statement, Determine for it means: Determine it according to the [celestial] stations, and is
addressed to those whom God has favoured with this knowledge; whilst his statement,
Complete the term is addressed to commoners.?’

This view of mine almost reflects that of Ibn Surayj, except that he specified it for the case
when the sky is cloudy so sighters did not see the moon. He further restricted the ruling on
employing calculations to a minority, based on his contemporary situation of only a few
people knowing such calculation, the lack of trust in their view and calculations; the slow
speed of news spreading to other cities when the month had been established in one of them.

As for my view, it generalises the use of precise, confirmed calculations: generalising it to all
people, because of the facilitation in our days of the speed of spreading and receiving news.
Depending upon sighting remains for the rare minority to whom news does not reach, and
who do not have a reliable way of knowing about astronomy and the stations of the sun and
Moon.

1 regard this view of mine as the most balanced view, closest to sound jurisprudence and to
correct understanding of the hadiths transmitted in this regard.

2.3.8 [Qaradawi’s reflections on Shakir’s essay: the nature of Salafism]|

The above is what the ‘Allamah Ahmad Shakir wrote over half a century ago — in Dhul
Hijjah 1357 H, corresponding to January 1939 CE.?* At that time, astronomy had not attained
what it has today of developments by which humanity has been able to conquer space and fly
to the moon. This science has reached such a degree of precision that the possibility of error
is as low as one hundred-thousandth of a second.

22 See Qadi Abu Bakr Ibn al-‘Arabi’s Commentary (Sharh) on Tirmidhi 3/207; Tarh al-Tathrib 4/111-113; Fath
al-Bari 4/104

23 Shaykh Ahmad Shakir, Awa il al-Shuhur al- ‘Arabiyyah [The Beginnings of the Arabian Months], Maktabah
Ibn Taymiyyah, pp. 7-17. [Translator's Note: See also Ebrahim Moosa’s English translation of the entire essay,
available online.]

24 [Translator's Note: It is now 90 lunar years since he wrote it, since this translation is being completed in Dhul
Hijjah 1447 H.]
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The Shaykh Shakir wrote this whilst being a scholar of Hadith and Tradition before all else.
He lived his life, God have mercy upon him, to serve the Hadith and support the Prophetic
Sunnah. Thus, he was a pure Salafi man, a man who followed and did not innovate, but he,
God have mercy upon him, did not understand Salafism as being stagnation upon what the
Salaf before us said: rather, true Salafism is for us to follow their way and drink their spirit,
such that we interpret via ijtihad for our time as they did for their time; we treat our context
with our intellects, not with theirs, being shackled only by the definite matters of the Sharia,
its clear-cut texts and the universals of its objectives.

2.3.9 A reply to the argument that the hadith negates calculation

I read a lengthy article during Ramadan by a respected Shaykh, Salih bin Muhammad al-
Luhaydan, President of the Supreme Court, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, published in Okaz and
other daily Saudi newspapers. In it, he indicated that the authentic, Prophetic hadith, We are
an unlettered nation: we neither write nor calculate, necessitates the rejection of calculation
and the negation of its being considered by the nation.

If this was correct, the hadith would also indicate the rejection of writing and the negation of
its consideration, for the hadith encompasses two matters which point to the unletteredness of
the nation, i.e. writing and calculation.

But no-one, past or present, has said that writing is a condemned or undesirable matter with
respect to the nation. Rather, writing is a desirable matter, as indicated by the Qur’an, Sunnah
and /jma’ (Consensus). The first to spread writing was the Prophet, may God bless him and
grant him peace, as is known from his life and his stance regarding the captives of Badr.

It has been said regarding this that the Messenger did not legislate for us to act by calculation,
and did not order us to consider it; rather, he ordered us to consider moonsighting and use it
to establish the month. This statement is mistaken on two counts:

(1) It is inconceivable that the Messenger could command the consideration of
calculations at a time when the nation was unlettered, neither writing nor
calculating. Thus, he legislated a means for it, appropriate to its time and place:
moonsighting, that was possible for most people at his time. However, when a
means is found that is more precise and accurate, and further removed from error
and mistake, then there is nothing in the Sunnah that prevents consideration of it.

(i1) The Sunnabh literally indicated the consideration of calculations when it is cloudy:
Bukhari related in the Book of Fasting in his Sahih with his famous golden chain,
on the authority of Malik from Nafi’ from Ibn ‘Umar that the Messenger of God,
may God bless him and grant him peace, mentioned Ramadan and said: Do not
fast until you see the crescent. Do not end your fast until you see it. If it is
obscured for you [by cloud or haze], then determine for it (uqduru lahu).
Qadara — yaqduru or yaqdiru means gaddara (to determine). From it is the saying
of The Exalted, Thus We determined: how good the Determiners!?’

This gadr (measurement) or taqdir (determination) that is commanded may

25 Al-Mursalat (Those Sent), 77:23. [Translator's Note: To further illustrate the linguistic point being made here,
note that this verse is recited variously as both fa-qadarna and fa-qaddarna by the canonical reciters.]
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include the consideration of calculations for the one who is expert at it and by way
of it arrives at a conclusion about which hearts are pacified as to its correctness. In
our time, this has reached the rank of definite matters, as is established and known
to everyone who has the least familiarity with contemporary sciences and the
extent to which humanity, whose Lord taught it what it knew not, has risen.

2.3.10 [Use of calculations to negate impossible crescent-sightings]

For years, I had been calling for us to adopt definite astronomical calculation, at least for
negation [of impossible sightings], not affirmation [of lunar months]. This was to reduce the
extreme disagreement that happens annually about the beginning of fasting and of Eid al-Fitr,
reaching an extent of three days’ difference between one Islamic country and another. The
meaning of employing calculation in negation is that we remain establishing the crescent via
sighting, in agreement with the view of the majority of jurists of our time, but if calculation
negates the possibility of sighting and says that it is impossible because the crescent was not
even born in any part of the Islamic world, it becomes obligatory to not accept the testimony
of witnesses [to moonsighting] under any circumstances. This is because the reality
established by definite mathematical knowledge belies them. In fact, in this situation, people
should fundamentally not be asked to try to see the crescent; legal courts or houses of fatwa
or religious matters should not open their doors to anyone wishing to present a testimony of
seeing the crescent.

2.3.11 Imam Subki & Shaykh Maraghi: calculations can negate impossible sighting reports

This is what I was satisfied with and promoted via numerous fatwas, classes, lectures and
[radio/television] programmes. Then, God willed that I should find this position explained in
detail by one of the great Shafi’i jurists, Imam Tagqi al-Din al-Subki (d. 756 H), about whom
people said that he had reached the rank of Mujtahid.

Subki mentioned in his Fatwas that if calculation negates the possibility of visual sighting,
then the gqadi must reject the testimony of any witnesses. He said, “This is because calculation
is definite whilst testimony and report are not definite: the non-definite cannot contradict the
definite, let alone supercede it.”

He mentioned that a qadi must analyse the testimony of a witness before him, in all cases. If
he sees that the senses or observation belies it, he must reject it without favour. He said, “The
condition of [a testimony to be accepted as] evidence is that the testimony must be possible
according to the senses, intellect and religion. Thus, suppose calculation was to indicate
definitely that sighting was not possible, it would be impossible to affirm sighting religiously
due to the impossibility of the matter being witnessed. The Sharia does not bring
impossibilities, whereas the testimony of witnesses is subject to mistake, error and
falsehood.”?®

Then how would it have been if Subki had lived to our age and seen the progress of the
science of astronomy as we have indicated?

26 Fatawa al-Subki [Fatwas of al-Subki], Maktabah al-Quds, Cairo, 1/219
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Shaykh Shakir mentioned in his discussion that the Greatest Teacher?’, Shaykh Muhammad
Mustafa al-Maraghi, the Shaykh of the famous Al-Azhar of his time, had a view, when he
was President of the Supreme Sharia Court, similar to that of Subki, of rejecting the
testimony of witnesses when calculations negated the possibility of sighting. Shaykh Shakir
said, “I and some of my brothers were amongst those who opposed this view of the Greatest
Teacher, but I now say clearly that he was upon the correct view. Also, I go further than him
and obligate establishing the crescents via calculation in every situation [i.e. whether or not it
is cloudy], except for one who is unable to ascertain this knowledge.”*

%7 Translator's Note: The terms, al-ustadh al-akbar (Greatest Teacher) or al-imam al-akbar (Greatest Imam)
were traditionally used for the Shaykh [of] Al-Azhar.

28 Shaykh Ahmad Shakir, Awa il al-Shuhur al- ‘Arabiyyah [The Beginnings of the Arabian Months], p. 15.
[Translator's Note: See also Ebrahim Moosa’s English translation of the entire essay, available online.]
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3 Realities That Should Be Agreed Upon

As well as my conclusion that calculations should be used at least to negate (false sightings),
rather than to affirm (the beginnings of lunar months) as I’ve mentioned, I must emphasise
three realities here about which there should be no disagreement:

3.1 [There is flexibility in this issue]

In this matter, I mean whatever is related to the affirmation of the beginning of the month,
there is room and flexibility in analysing the texts and rulings of the Sharia. The disagreement
of the people of knowledge in this respect constitutes flexibility and mercy for the nation.
Therefore, whoever establishes the beginning of the month via the testimony of one or two
people of integrity, or stipulated a large mass of people, is not far from what some
authoritative jurists of the nation have said. In fact, whoever affirms the use of calculations
also finds this view amongst the predecessors, from the era of the Followers (7Tabi 'in)
onwards. Those who consider multiple horizons, and those who do not: they have their
authorities and their evidence. Therefore, it is not permissible to condemn someone who
takes any of these positions or interpretations, even if they regard these as mistaken, due to
the principle: There is no condemnation in matters of interpretation (ijtihad).

3.2 [Mistakes in such issues are forgiven]|

Errors in matters like this are to be forgiven. So if a witness who testified that he saw the
crescent of Ramadan or Shawwal errs, leading to people fasting a day of Sha’ban or not
fasting a day of Ramadan, then God Exalted is most worthy of forgiving them their mistake.
He has taught them to pray, saying: Qur Lord! Do not punish us if we forget or err.”’

This is even true if they err regarding the crescent of the month of pilgrimage (Dhu [-Hijjah)
and therefore stand at ‘Arafah on the eighth or tenth day, according to the reality of the
matter: their pilgrimage (Hajj) will be correct and accepted, as established by the Shaykh of
Islam Ibn Taymiyyah and others.

3.3 [Muslim unity is a desirable matter]

Efforts towards the unity of Muslims in their fasting and breaking fast, and in the rest of their
rituals and practices, is always a desired matter. It is not appropriate to despair of achieving
this, nor of removing the obstacles towards it. However, what must be emphasised and never
forsaken under any circumstance is that if we do not achieve general, total unity between the
lands of the Muslims throughout the world, at the very least we must be keen on the specific,
partial unity between the Muslims in one land.

Therefore, it not permissible that we accept division between people of the same country or
city, such that some of them fast today on the basis that it is Ramadan whilst others do not
fast on the basis that it is Sha’ban; and at the end of the month, one group fasts whilst another
celebrates Eid. This is an unacceptable situation, for amongst the agreed matters is that the
command of the ruler or decision of the supreme authority removes the disagreement in
disputed matters.

Therefore, if the legitimate authority responsible for affirming the crescent in an Islamic
country — the supreme court, house of fatwa, presidency of religious matters, etc. — announces

2 Qur’an, al-Bagarah (The Heifer), 2:286
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its decision to fast or end the fast, then the Muslims of that country are obliged to obey and
follow because this is ‘obedience in goodness’, even if this goes against what is established in
another country. This is because the command of the ruler here supports the view that says,
‘Every country has its own sighting.’

It has been established on the authority of the Messenger of God, may God bless him and
grant him peace, that he said: Your fasting is on the day you all fast. Your (festival of)
breaking fast is on the day you all break the fast.*° In one version: ... Your (festival of)
breaking fast is on the day you all break the fast, and your (festival of) sacrifice is on the
day you all sacrifice.’' In another version: [Eid] al-Fitr is on the day you all break the fast.
[Eid] al-Adha is on the day you all sacrifice.’> Abu Dawud related this hadith under the title:
Chapter: When The People Err About The Crescent.

Imam Khattabi said, “The meaning of the hadith is that error is waived from people when it is
via striving (ijtihad). Hence if a people strove but only saw the crescent after thirty days and
therefore did not end their fast until they had maximised the number [of fasts], and then it
was proved to them that the month was of twenty-nine days, then their fast and breaking the
fast has occurred: there is nothing of a burden or hardship upon them. Similar to this is
regarding the Pilgrimage (Hajj), if they err regarding the Day of ‘Arafah: they are not obliged
to repeat it, and their Sacrifice suffices also. This is all a lightening [of burdens] from God the
Glorified and gentleness towards His servants.”

God Knows Best. Our Final Call is that All Praise belongs to God, Lord of the Worlds.

30 Tirmidhi 697, who said: hasan gharib (sound; singly-reported). [Albani: authentic (sahih) — Translator]

31 Abu Dawud 2324. [Albani: authentic (sahih) — Translator]

32 Ibn Majah 1660 via the route: Hammad from Ayyub from Ibn Sirin from Abu Hurayrah. Shaykh Shakir said,
“This chain of narration is very authentic according to the conditions of the two Shaykhs [Bukhari & Muslim].”
[Albani: authentic (sahih) — Translator]
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